
Students LEAD 
(Learn, Explore, & Advocate Differently) 

Students LEAD is a free, online learning experience for students ages 13+. Created by NC State University’s Friday Institute for Educational Innovation, the course is designed for 
students who want to learn more about their own learning in and outside of school. 

Lauren's Advocacy Plan
As students complete Students LEAD they create a plan they can share with allies as they identify strategies to try out in and outside of school. Below is an action 
plan created by an actual student who completed the course.  

Me as a Learner 

1. Share your strengths from the
Learner Sketch Tool. 

•

Language (L)•

Complex Thinking (C)

2. Share your challenges from the
Learner Sketch Tool. 
• Spatial Thinking (S)

• Keeping Track of Time/Order

3. What do "learning differences" mean to you?

Learning differences to me are anything that easily set you apart from your classmates and 

peers. They don't have to be as serious as learning disabilities, but can be as simple as 

having a different way of learning than those around you. 



4. What    were    some    of  the  strategies    suggested    in    your  Learner    Sketch    that you want to try? 

In group work, I will volunteer to be the one to take notes and jot down ideas, and I will 

volunteer in a community organization that helps others in crisis. 

5. What    other    strengths/ challenges    do    you  want  to    add    to    your    Learner Sketch results? 

Another strength I have is working with others. I find working with others easy because of the 

genuine compassion I have for others, their feelings, and our differences. 

Take Action 

1. Out of the strategies or tech tools suggested, which do you think you will try? 

I think keeping my hands busy would be the most efficient way for me to maintain attention. 

2. Which of these strategies or tech tools will you try with an ally (parent, teacher, friend, peer, 
or trusted adult)? 

I will let my peers know of my behaviors when I am spacing out/do not understand and try 

to have them point it out to me when they occur. 

3. How will you use this tool or strategy in the future? 
It will help me not space out in class. I will do this more often to start on projects instead of 

procrastinating I will do these more often I will practice my presentations more often 



Advocacy 

1. How will you continue to self-advocate after this course? 

I will continue to motivate myself and place importance on my education and 

schoolwork. 

2. How will you explain your learning needs to your teachers, peers, coaches, etc.? 

I will verbally explain to my teachers, peers, coaches, etc., that I am a visual learner. I 

struggle with paying attention, procrastination, as well   as memorization. I will discuss 

plans for my learning. 

3. What   strategies   will  you  use   to 
advocate   for your needs   outside   of 
school? 

I will look over notes and try to study 

more, especially for classes I need 

more help in. I will also practice my 

presentations at home. I have talked to 

my parents about this and they’re 

helping me stay on top of it. 

4. What    strategies    will   you    use    to  
advocate    for your learning differences    in 
school? 

I will place importance on my school work and 

turning it on time. I will practice my 

presentations before I give them for an extra 

boost of confidence. I asked my teacher if I can 

practice for her before the real presentation 

and if I can be the note taker in groups. 

5. Who are your allies at school? 

• My sister, and a couple of friends.

6. Who are  your   allies  when  you   are 
working  on your homework? 

• My sister



7. Who are your allies at home? 

• My sister and parents

8. Who are your allies with your friends? 

• Kassidy, Nathan, and Mazzy

9. Who are your allies in the class or 
classes you struggle in? 

• Nathan

10. Who are your allies in sports or recreational 
activities? 

• My sister

To learn more about Students LEAD or to enroll go to studentslead.fi.ncsu.edu.

studentslead.fi.ncsu.edu
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